
“Now after [the Magi] had left, an angel of the LORD appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, 

take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 

search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 

went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.” Matthew 2:13-15. 

Dear Christian friends, 

Refugees from Syria, Iraq and Turkey continue to make application to immigrate to Canada and continue 

to arrive in our communities. Many of these people are fleeing tyranny and horrors in their homeland. 

They are seeking a safe place in which to live and raise their children. Jesus was a refugee as an infant 

and without that sanctuary in another country his life would have been forfeit. Refugees today are no 

different than refugees in any other time in history. 

My first ancestors to come to North America arrived on the Mayflower. They were fleeing religious and 

economic persecution in their time expressed in their homeland. Without the aid of the Native 

population around the eastern seaboard, particularly in the first winter, those pilgrims would have 

perished. I dress, speak and worship more like my European ancestry than the indigenous people of 

North America, even generations later. How did my ancestors assimilate into the culture existent prior 

to their time?  

Our current refugee situation has created much discussion about their acceptability. While the majority 

of the population are Muslim this is not the case for all. Regardless of their faith adherence this should 

not preclude someone from receiving immigration status to our country. Certainly one can express 

concern about errant or bogus refugee claimants. If we were to exclude refugees on the basis of their 

faith tradition alone; Jesus, Joseph and Mary would never have received sanctuary in Egypt. Our Savior 

and LORD would have died before he could reveal God’s awesome plan of our salvation. 

The situation today is an opportunity for the Church and Christian people to demonstrate God’s 

wholesome presence for others. Hospitality is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit granted for use within 

the Body of Christ (IE the Church). The arrival of these new refugees is an opportunity for us to 

demonstrate hospitality to the stranger in our midst. This is an opportunity for Christian people to give 

witness to the “hope that dwells within us.” We can demonstrate in word and witness to Jesus Christ as 

the One in whom salvation has come for all people. Jesus as savior and LORD is the hope that dwells 

within us.  God has given us the spirit of hope not the emotion of fear.  

The easiest way to create Jihadists in our country will be to ostracize these refugees into ghettos. If we 

constantly hold them at arms-length they will react in the same manner. If we reach out to them and 

assist them to learn our culture, values and faith we will build the relationships that God instills into our 

created being. This is our opportunity to be missionaries in our homeland to our neighbors who come as 

refugees.  

The coming months will provide opportunities to continue to serve, reach out, share and grow in Christ’s 

love. Our Savior and LORD was a refugee in his early life. May we ever remember that in our current 

time.  

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 

 


